
Robot-assisted therapy for children 
with Autism Spectrum Disorders
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Michael Goodrich
Michael Goodrich - Apr 23, 2010 8:27 AM
Catalyst or triad model.  I like this perspective.

Michael Goodrich
Michael Goodrich - Apr 23, 2010 8:28 AM
What does "socialization" mean in this context?  It feels like a term that has a specific meaning -- beyond "promoting social interaction", which is how I would use it colloquiually.

Michael Goodrich
Michael Goodrich - Apr 23, 2010 8:30 AM
We haven't talked much about this thread of research in the TiLAR work.
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Michael Goodrich
Michael Goodrich - Apr 23, 2010 8:30 AM
According to David F-S, in a personal communication, Maja's lab really wants to push autonomy.  A therapist-controlled robot doesn't really seem to fit within their research agenda.

Michael Goodrich
Michael Goodrich - Apr 23, 2010 8:32 AM
What does this mean?  Are they augmenting the child, or the therapist?  If the latter, then my perceptions about Maja's agenda is wrong.

Michael Goodrich
Michael Goodrich - Apr 23, 2010 8:33 AM
Common themes in the robot/ASD literature.  Are we offering any new themes, or are we just offering a different way of achieving these things -- a way that emphasizes child-therapist interaction because we believe that this has the best chance of generalizing?

Michael Goodrich
Michael Goodrich - Apr 23, 2010 8:36 AM
encourage through engagement, facilitates through social priming and robot-mediated therapist-child interaction, and trains through direct therapist-child interaction (with the goal of generalizing).

Michael Goodrich
Michael Goodrich - Apr 23, 2010 8:37 AM
I think it would be more accurate to say "occurs rarely" or "rarely occurs spontaneously"

Michael Goodrich
Michael Goodrich - Apr 23, 2010 8:38 AM
This is probably true once generalization occurs, but for proximate improvements (frequency of behaviors, affective-groundedness of behaviors -- awkward term, and contextually-relevant behaviors) there may need to be a different set of assessments.

Michael Goodrich
Michael Goodrich - Apr 23, 2010 8:40 AM
implies more sophisticated autonomy: sense, plan, act.

Michael Goodrich
Michael Goodrich - Apr 23, 2010 8:41 AM
I like this distinction between "robot as social actor" and "robot as facilitator to provoke human-human interactions"
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Michael Goodrich
Michael Goodrich - Apr 23, 2010 8:42 AM
Useful term.

Michael Goodrich
Michael Goodrich - Apr 23, 2010 8:42 AM
May be less useful -- engagement may not mean "appropriate reaction", but instead mean "a reaction that a therapist can use to help a child"

Michael Goodrich
Michael Goodrich - Apr 23, 2010 8:44 AM
target?

Michael Goodrich
Michael Goodrich - Apr 23, 2010 8:44 AM
this implies that there was at least one other person in the room with the child.  Who was it?

Michael Goodrich
Michael Goodrich - Apr 23, 2010 8:45 AM
Simple measurement, but potentially very powerful.  I think that we could use the data that we've gathered to reach the same result.

Michael Goodrich
Michael Goodrich - Apr 23, 2010 8:46 AM
An important question: would other therapies produce more contingent behavior, or is there something unique about what the robot can do?
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